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‘Dope And The .CIA

The publishing firm of Harper & Row is to
* be commended for its rejection of Central In-
telligence Agency criticism of a book on the ~
heroin traffic in Southeast Asia which it plans
© " fo release this month. The author, Alfred W.
McCoy, alleges that some American officials
and CIA agents have allied themselves with
groups engaged in the drug traffie, have abetted
_ the ftraffic by covering up for drug runners -
and have been involved “in the transport of
opium and heroin.”

The CIA, which has undertaken an unusual
publicity campaign to throw down the charges
(some of which have been published previ-
ously), asked Harper’s for permission to ex-
amine the advance text. The firm complied, and
received a long CIA criticism of the book.
Harper & Row editors went over the comments
with Mr. McCoy, examined his substantiating
documents, and then informed, the agency it saw

- no reason to make any changes in the ‘hook.

B. Brook Thomas, Harper & Row vice presi-

' dent and general counsel, said the publishers
were “underwhelmed” by the CIA critique. He |
) ,added that the CIA had been very courteous
. o . and’ correct——“We havent got any pressure
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We  would consider the very request by the. -
‘CI?A '_to be a form of pressure, however, and. -
Harper & Row was well-advised to resist it.
Mr. McCoy makes a strong case for the charge
-that CIA policies have in fact aided the heroin
traffic in Southeast.Asia. This has come about
through the agency’s free-wheeling clandestine
efforts to control events in remote areas of
.Indocliina. If the CIA would stick to intelligence
gathering it would not be subject to such
charges as Mr. McCoy has leveled, and would
not have to defend 1tse1f i
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